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Excerpt: . . . B-271489 20 to increased staff turnover. Given these conditions, Labor officials acknowledged that
an employer in a largely nonunion area who had been paying lower than average wages would have an
incentive to chisel or report wages and fringe benefits levels somewhat lower than what he or 21 she was
actually paying, in an attempt to lower the Davis-Bacon rate. To the extent that the submission of fraudulent or
inaccurate data is perceived by the construction industry to be a widespread problem, it could also erode
survey participation support among the interested parties. Officials from one industry association reported that
despite training classes and other assistance it provides, it was difficult for the association to foster employer
survey participation, especially among the nonunion contractors. To the extent that participants beliefs about
erroneous data being used as the basis for Labors wage determinations became widespread, the number of
survey respondents would likely decrease. At least partially in response to the problems detected in the
Oklahoma Labors Short-and wage surveys, Labor has proposed both short-and long-term initiatives to Long-
Term Initiatives improve the accuracy of the data used in prevailing wage determinations. In August 1995,
Labor implemented a procedural change requiring its to Improve Wage regional wage analysts to conduct
telephone verifications with the Determination employer on all third-party data that appear to be inaccurate or
discrepant. In addition, the new policy requires analysts to verify with the employers Process at least a 10-
percent sample of third-party data that appear to be accurate. Under...
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