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The House being in the Committee of the Whole on the State of
the Union, Mr. Branch said: Mr. Chairman: A great and vital
contest has commenced, and is now raging before the people of
this country. If we estimate its importance by the magnitude of
the results to flow from it, such a one has not, in my opinion,
occurred since the establishment of the Government. The
portentous flag of Black Republicanism has been raised, and
around it have rallied not only the fanatical and political
Abolitionists who professedly aim at the total abolition of negro
slavery everywhere, but also a body of men far more dangerous,
who would reach the same result by rendering odious and
proscribing the slaveholder, and limiting the influence and
checking the growth of those States in which negro slavery
exists. Under the folds of this flag are found those who would
refuse equal privileges to...
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