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missile defenses. Excerpt: . . . Figure 2: Evolutionary Development of SBIRS-low SoFware 1 2 Initial launches 1-
year on-orbit test 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Remaining launches SoFware development increments: 1. Initial operations
capability required for launches 2. Added capability to support satellite tests 3. Full ballistic missile defense
capability for entire constellation 4. Full integration of SBIRS-low with SBIRS-high 5. Ancillary missions 2005
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Fiscal Year Source: Air Force. As figure 2 shows, by the time the on-orbit test period for
the first six SBIRS-low satellites is to begin in fiscal year 2007, the first two increments of soFware are to be
completed. According to program o@ice o@icials, these two increments of soFware will provide all of the
capabilities the ground control system and the satellites need to support and perform the on-orbit test. The
third increment, the ground control and space related soFware required to operate the full satellite
constellation in support of ballistic missile defense, is not to be completed until fiscal year 2008. The fourth
soFware increment, which is to be completed in mid-fiscal year 2009, is to integrate SBIRS-low with SBIRS-high.
The fiFh increment, which is to be completed in mid-fiscal year 2010, is to add the soFware required for SBIRS-
low to perform ancillary missions such as technical Page 13 GAO-01-6 SBIRS-low This item ships from La
Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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