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indexed. Not illustrated. 1870 Excerpt: .when they presented to Ptolemy Philadelphus (who died B.C. 247) a roll
of their laws written in golden letters, the king stood wondering for a long time at the thinness of the skins and
the invisibility of the joinings. They were far ahead of the Athenians, who, as late as A.D. 407, erected a statue to
Phillatius for teaching them the art of gluing. In the time of Augustus books, still in the form of rolls, were
abundant and surprisingly low-priced. Horace informs us, in his epistle ad librum suum, that the Sosii were his
publishers; he seems to complain of his works getting into the hands of the common people and becoming
school books. In his Ars Poetica he writes of a poet rich in lands, rich in money laid out at interest; a proof that
authorship was sometimes a lucrative profession. Martial tells that he is read throughout the whole globe, and
in all nations under the rule of the Romans; that he is in everybody s pocket or hand. In one epigram he informs
us that a copy of his 13th book (14 pages of modern print, 8vo.) may be bought for 4 nummi (about 8d.), and
that if the bookseller Tryphon were to sell it for half that sum he would still get a profit. In another epigram he
writes that a copy of his first book (29 pages of modern print, 8vo.), polished with pumice stone and encased in
purple, may...
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