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miners consumption had received little attention from mining men and physicians in the United States. Abroad
it had been recognized oEicially for a number of years that conditions seriously menacing health prevailed
among the metal miners of certain districts, seemingly because the inhaling of siliceous or flinty dust in
underground work hastened the onset of pulmonary diseases. The British Government carried out some
extensive investigations in the metal mines of England and for a number of years a Government commission
has been at work in the gold mines of the Rand, South Africa, investigating the so-called miners consumption
there. The reports of this commission have attracted widespread attention to conditions that may attend
underground work in the Rand mines and have suggested various remedial measures that are being
introduced gradually. In this country the Federal Bureau of Mines, in cooperation with the United States Public
Health Service, about 1913 made a preliminary survey in western metal mines. The result indicated that
pulmonary troubles were widely prevalent among metal miners in certain districts. Subsequently the results of
a special investigation in the so-called hard rock or sheet ground mines of the Joplin district, Missouri, were
published in Technical Paper 105, and in Bulletin 132. These investigations early received the hearty cooperation
of the mine inspectors, the miners, and the operators in the Joplin district, with the result that the investigators
had access to all places in the district and all data. The recommendations made and adopted as a result of the
investigations...
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